72                           GIRNAR.

gent quality, which grows on the wild
peepul tree. The natives sometimes com-
plain of this berry producing headache;
and the corinda is usually eaten with it, as
a corrective.

The Girnar is the resort of numerous
ascetics, who, resigning the world, pass
years in its still solitudes. Hearing, in
one of my walks, the shrill sound of a
Shunk,* I looked long on the scene around
me, ere I could observe the player. At
length, my eye caught a naked ascetic,
perched upon a projecting rock, imme-
diately in front of a small cave, hewn in
the granite scarp. His name, he told me,
was Ramdasjee: he had lately travelled
alone, to Girnar, from Juggernath, in
Orissa; he intended to remain on the
sacred mount during the monsoon, and
should then travel onwards, he knew not
where, but " wherever it pleased God." I

* Slrank is a shell, which, being bored, produces a
wild note, resembling that of a horn. Always used by
Gosaens.